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NAPS Remembers Former Student 

Killed in Pensacola 
By Mark Donahue  
Naval Academy Preparatory 
School  Public Affairs  

 
NEWPORTðThe 

Naval Academy 
Preparatory School paused 
to memorialize Ens. Joshua 
Watson who was tragically 
killed in the line of duty in 
Pensacola on Friday 
morning December 
6th.  Ensign Watson was a 
member of the NAPS Class 
of 2015 / Naval Academy 
Class of 2019 and had just 
recently reported to NAS 
Pensacola to begin 
flight training. 
The NAPS ceremony 

was held in Kay Hall and 
began with remarks from 
Captain Cory Howes, 
NAPS Commanding 
Officer, followed by a 
prayer from Chaplain Chris 
Adams.  Coach Bryan 
Brouse, NAPS Athletic 
Director, shared his 
memories of Josh's year at 
NAPS including the trip 
they took together to 
Colorado Springs where 
Josh competed in the 
Junior Olympics rifle 
competition.  English 
Professor Rich Flinn 
provided some insights into 
Josh Watson through some 
writing assignments which 
Josh submitted while at 
NAPS.  The ceremony 
concluded with the Navy 
Hymn. 

The current NAPS 
Class of 2020 didn't know 
Josh Watson, but the 
ceremony left them with a 
poignant lesson in courage, 
service, devotion and 
honor from his sacrifice. 

NEWPORTðEns. Joshua Kaleb Watson, 23, 
from Enterprise, Alabama was killed during an 
active shooter incident at Naval Air Station 
Pensacola, Dec. 6, 2019. Watson graduated 
NAPS in 2015 and had just recently reported 
to NAS Pensacola to begin flight training.  
(U.S. Navy file photo/released) 



2 

AROUND THE STATION ...  

NS Newport Public Affairs Office  
PAO Office Line: (401) 841-3538 
Base Condition Line: (401) 841-2211 
E-Mail: NWPT_ContactUs@navy.mil  
 
Command and Staff 
Capt. Ian L. Johnson, Commanding Officer 
Lisa Rama, Public Affairs Officer 
Cmdr. Corey Barker, Public Affairs Officer 
Kalen Arreola, Public Affairs Specialist 
 
Operational and Exercise Impacts are often 

communicated to the public 
first using the installation 
social media outlets: 

¶ FB: Facebook.com/
NAVSTANewport 

¶ Twitter: @NAVSTANEWPORTRI 

¶ Instagram: @navstanewportri 

¶ LinkedIn: LinkedIn.com/company/navstanewport 
DISCLAIMER: The Department of the Navy does not 
endorse and is not associated with the non-federal 
entities in this publication. 

NEWPORT, RI ð U.S. 
Naval War College (NWC) 
students, faculty and staff 
compete during NWCôs 
annual Army/Navy flag 
football game at Naval Station 
Newport, Dec. 6.  
The game, which was held 

ahead of the college football 
rivalry game between the U.S. 
Naval Academy and U.S. 
Military Academy, was won 
by Navy with a score of 28-0. 
(U.S. Navy photos by Mass 

Communication Specialist 
2nd Class Tyler D. John) 

 
 

Navy Takes the Trophy at the Naval War College 

Army vs. Navy Flag Football Match 

mailto:nwpt_contactus@navy.mil
http://www.facebook.com/navstanewport
twitter.com/navstanewportri
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By Jeanette Steele, U.S. Naval War 
College Public Affairs 

 
NEWPORT, R.I. (NNS) -- The 

U.S. Naval War College dedicated a 
recently renovated conference room 
to the late retired Vice Adm. James 
Bond Stockdale, who as college 
president from 1977 to 1979 
introduced a military ethics course 
informed by his seven years as a 
prisoner of war in Vietnam. 
The conference room, across the 

hall from the presidentôs office, holds 
paintings, books and photographs 
depicting Stockdaleôs career, 
including the 1976 ceremony where 
he was awarded the Medal of Honor 
for his courage and leadership during 
captivity. 
The room is another piece of 

evidence that Stockdaleôs legacy 
carries on in Newport, said Rear 
Adm. Shoshana S. Chatfield, the 57th 
president of the Naval War College. 
ñIt is hard to overstate just how 

much of an effect President Stockdale 
had and Admiral Stockdale had on 
the United States Navy and our ideas 
about moral foundations, ethical 
behavior, philosophy and the 
profession of arms,ò Chatfield said 
during the Dec. 4 ceremony. 
ñI know that my own personal 

moral compass has been shaped to a 
significant degree by the example set 
by James Bond Stockdale,ò she said. 
Stockdaleôs eldest son, James B. 

Stockdale II, said that nothing would 
make his father more proud than to 
see his lifeôs work continuing. 
ñDad would be positively 

honored, and he would be humbled. 
He was a realist, and when he left the 
War College, it was his earnest hope 
that his work might continue in some 
way,ò Stockdale said, who attended 
the ceremony. 
ñHe would be grateful that so 

many took his words to heart and 
made them a part of their professional 

and personal lives,ò he said. 
Affectionately called the 

ñStockdale course,ò the Foundations 
of Moral Obligation class is still 
being taught 40 years after 
Stockdaleôs departure. In fact, it is 
one of the collegeôs most popular 
elective courses. 
Books on the shelves of the 

conference room include Stockdaleôs 
own work, ñThoughts of a 
Philosophical Fighter Pilot,ò and, 
with his wife, Sybil Stockdale, ñIn 
Love and War.ò Also represented are 
books that Stockdale credited with 
influencing him ï in particular the 
work of Greek thinker Epictetus, 
whose ideas about Stoicism helped 
Stockdale endure his torture in 
captivity. 
The room also houses a plaster 

bust of Stockdale by sculptor Felix de 
Weldon, a Newport artist known for 
creating the iconic Marine Corps War 
Memorial in Virginia. 
Large photographs depict 

important moments in Stockdaleôs 
career. One shows Stockdale in the 
ready room of the aircraft carrier USS 
Oriskany (CV 34) before his plane 
was shot down during a mission over 
Vietnam. 
Some of the items ï such as a 

copy of the 1978 letter that Stockdale 
wrote to his first Foundations of 
Moral Obligation students ï come 
from the collections of the collegeôs 
John B. Hattendorf Center for 
Maritime Historical Research and the 
Naval War College Museum. 
Professor Emeritus John 

Hattendorf was a young professor at 
the college when Stockdale served as 
president. He remembers the war 
hero well. 
ñEverything about him came 

through his experience as a prisoner 
of war,ò said Hattendorf, 
remembering the Medal of Honor 
citation that was on display at the 
Stockdale residence on campus. 

ñThere was a very strong ethical and 
moral foundation that he was trying 
to get across.ò 
College officials thanked the 

dozens of Navy employees who had a 
role in the renovation project. 
Carpenters and electricians from the 
facilities department did the majority 
of the labor, with help from Navy 
Seabees. 
The graphics department 

provided the initial sketches for the 
renovationôs look and helped prepare 
photographs for display. The 
audiovisual staff designed the layout 
for the equipment used to play the 
Stockdale interview and a slideshow 
of historical photos. 
Professor John E. Jackson, who 

started on the faculty in 1980, 
oversaw development of the 
Stockdale displays. 
ñIôd like to acknowledge the 

many people who worked diligently 
to make this room something that 
reflects the degree of respect and 
admiration that we have for Admiral 
Stockdale,ò Jackson said. 
ñWe truly treasure the 

relationship that has endured for 
decades between the college and the 
Stockdale family,ò he said. 

New Stockdale Conference Room Honors Former NWC 
President, War Hero and Ethics Icon 
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By Jeanette Steele, U.S. Naval War 
College Public Affairs 

 
NEWPORT, R.I. (NNS) -- U.S. 

Naval War Collegeôs College of 
Distance Education has launched a 
streamlined version of its online 
program for delivering professional 
military education coursework re-
quired by the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
The new Online Naval Com-

mand and Staff Program allows stu-
dents to finish the intermediate joint 
professional military education re-
quirement, known as JPME-I, in 10 
months. The previous framework, 
called the Web-Enabled Program, 
usually took 18 months to two years 
to complete. 
ñThe closure of the collegeôs CD-

ROM Program necessitated the de-
velopment of a pathway to JPME-I 
certification in less than 12 months to 
satisfy the Navyôs requirement for the 
joint education of its officer corps,ò 
said Dean of the College of Distance 
Education Walt Wildemann. 
Officials said they were able to 

condense the time frame without sac-
rificing quality by doing away with 
administrative pauses and some re-
dundancies in the coursework of the 
legacy Web-Enabled Program. 
ñThe goal was to deliver JPME-I 

education in a shorter period of time 
while maintaining the graduate-level 
standards and professional military 
education career requirements,ò said 
Tim Garrold, deputy dean of the Col-
lege of Distance Education. 
Adding to the efficiency, students 

will now only register once for the 
program, instead of having to register 
three times ï once for each core 
course ï in the past. The new design 
is a single program made up of five 
blocks. 
The first eight seminars in the 

new program started Nov. 15, and 
similar numbers will follow each 
quarter. The seminars, which accom-

modate 20 students each, are moder-
ated by full-time and adjunct faculty 
members. 
The online program is intended 

for Navy, Marine Corps and Coast 
Guard officers whose career commit-
ments make them unable to complete 
the certification in residence at the 
War College or in the face-to-face 
classroom model of other College of 
Distance Education programs. 
Eligible Navy unrestricted line 

officers, Marine Corps and Coast 
Guard officers receive the highest 
enrollment priority, followed by 
those servicesô staff corps officers. 
Based on availability, the program is 
also open to Navy Reservists, officers 
from other U.S. military branches, 
Coast Guard officers, federal civilian 
employees grades GS-11 and higher 
and U.S. Public Health Service offic-
ers. 
Unlike the Naval War Collegeôs 

10-month resident program and the 
non-resident Fleet Seminar Program, 
the online program is not accredited 
to award the Master of Arts degree in 
defense and strategic studies. Howev-
er, the program fully covers the con-
cepts and skills required for the 
award of JPME-I credit. 
The program engages students in 

the complexities of the national secu-

rity and theater security arenas and 
develops their critical-thinking skills. 
Successful students will gain an 

understanding of the fundamentals of 
U.S. national security policy and mil-
itary strategy ï and appreciate the 
relationships between the two. Stu-
dents will also learn to plan and con-
duct military operations that achieve 
national-level goals and objectives. 
The program also introduces stu-

dents to the role of both political and 
military leaders in the formulation of 
policy, the planning of joint and com-
bined military operations and the 
conduct of war. 
Students who completed College 

of Distance Education core courses 
through the Fleet Seminar Program, 
the former Web-Enabled Program or 
the former CD-ROM Program will 
receive credit for the appropriate 
blocks of the new online program. 
To submit an application for the 

Online Naval Command and Staff 
Program, or for more information, go 
to https://usnwc.edu/college-of-
distance-education/Online-Program. 

U.S. Naval War College Launches Streamlined 
Program for Earning JPME-I Credit 

https://usnwc.edu/college-of-distance-education/Online-Program
https://usnwc.edu/college-of-distance-education/Online-Program
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AT THE CHAPEL ... 
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AT THE CLINIC ... 

SAN DIEGO -  Cmdr. Sebastian Stachowicz, a certified registered nurse anesthetist (CRNA), left, 

Hospital Corpsman 3rd Class Dwayne Dixson, a surgical technologist, center, and Hospitalman 

Gavin Clayon, a surgical technologist, right, all assigned to Naval Medical Center San Diego 

(NMCSD), assist surgeons during a laparoscopic surgery that utilized a robotic surgical system 

in one of the hospital's 10 operating rooms, Nov. 25, 2019. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass 

Communication Specialist 3rd Class Jake Greenberg) 
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